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" dreamer " for " madman." The stanzas " All good things " seem to us perfect. The " Lady " (of Shalott) reads charmingly in print: the more I read it, the more I like it. You were, indeed, happily inspired when the idea of that poem first rose in your imagination. We had a long battle with Mr Heath, a famous lawyer, but no man of letters, about the last stanza in the proof. We flatter ourselves we floored him; to be sure we were three to one, but he fought well. The principal point of attack was " cloud-white "; he said it was absurd to explain a fixed colour as pearl by the most variable hue in the world, that of a cloud. We recovered ourselves with all the grace of practised combatants, and talked learnedly about the context of feeling, and the conformity of the lady's dress to her magical character, till at last our opponent left us in possession of the field, declaring still between his teeth, that, for his part, he thought poetry ought to be sense. In one place a whole line was omitted. Douglas Heath read, "sudden laughters of the Tay" (Jay); without ever suspecting the misprint. I hear Tennant has written to dissuade you from publishing " Kriemhild," "Tarpeia" (in the " Fair Women"). Don't be humbugged, they are very good; you may put a note or two if you will, yet Milton did not to " Paradise Lost." Rogers the poet has been staying here, and speaks of you with admiration. Have you written to Moxon? He is anxious to have the rest of the MSS.
Ever your most affectionate ARTHUR.
My father wrote to  Mr Moxon, in consequence of this letter from Arthur Hallam:
20 Nov. 1832. DEAR SIR,
After mature consideration, I have come to a resolution of not publishing the last poem in my little volume, entitled, " Lover's Tale ": it is too full of faults and tho' I think it might conduce towards making me popular, yet, to my eye, it spoils the completeness of the book, and is better away; of course whatever expenses may have been incurred in printing the above must devolve on me solely.